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The  Disunion  Conspiracy. 

SPEECH  2-2" 

OF 

edward  . McPherson,  of  pa., 

• DELIVERED  IN  THE 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  23,  1861 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  report  from 
the  select  committee  of  thirty-three — 

Mr.  McPHERSON  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker  : It  has  been  said,  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  a revolution.  It  is  more  accurate  to  say, 
that  we  are  in  the  presence  of  a vast  conspiracy, 
which  has  at  length  assumed  the  proportions  of 
revolution,  I propose  to  m im'ne  and  try  to 
understand  it. 

Whence  comes  it?  By  what  means?  Whither 
does  it  tend  ? Three  pregnant  questions. 

THE  CONSPIRACY. 

The  blows  come  from  conspirators,  who  admit 
that  long  ago  they  laid  the  plan,  that  carefully 
they  have  prepared  the  means,  and  that  such  has 
been  their  life-labor.  Turning  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  in  1850,  in  a debate  upon  a proposition 
for  a southern  Congress,  we  find  that  one  mem- 
ber (Mr.  W.  S.  Lyles)  said  that  the  remedy  for 
their  wroDgs  was  the  union  of  the  South  and  the 
formation  of  a southern  confederacy.  Several 
members  declared  their  purpose  so  to  vote  on 
the  pending  bill  as  to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  Mr.  Keitt  said  he  would  sustain  the  bill 
providing  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  a south- 
ern Congress,  because  he  thought  it  would  bring 
about  a more  speedy  dissolution  of  the  Union.  In  the 
“sovereign  convention”  of  South  Carolina,  re- 
cently in  session,  one  member  (Mr.  Parker)  said, 

Iin  the  debate  upon  the  secession  ordinance,  “this 
is  no  spasmodic  effort  that  has  come  suddenly 
upon  us  ; but  it  has  been  gradually  culminating 
for  a long  series  of  years,  until,  at  last,  it  has 
come  to  that  point  when  we  may  say  the  matter 
is  entirely  right.”  Another  member  (Mr.  Inglis) 
said  : “ Most  of  us  have  had  this  matter  under 

consideration  for  the  last  twenty  years."  Another 
member,  (Mr.  Keitt,)  recently  a member  of  this 
House,  said  he  “had been  engaged  in  this  move- 
ment ever  since  he  entered  political  life.”  He 
rejoicingly  pronounced  the  Union  buried,  and 
dropped  its  flag  on  the  grave  Another  member, 
(Mr.  Rhett,)  once  a member  of  this  House,  and 
afterwards  a Senator  of  the  United  States,  said 


that  “ the  secession  of  South  Carolina  is  not  an 
event  of  a day,  is  not  produced  by  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
election,  or  by  the  non-execution  of  the  fugitive 
[slave  law,  but  is  a matter  which  has  been  gathering 
head  for  thirty  years."  Thus  the  conspiracy  is 
confessed.  Ex-Representatives,  ex-SeDators,  in 
ithe  face  of  the  world,  declare  that  the  overthrow 
'of  the  Government  was  their  great  object  of  de- 
sire and  effort,  while  they  were  sworn  officers  of 
that  Government,  receiving  compensation  from 
jit,  and  intrusted  with  the  care  of  its  vast  in- 
terests. 

Had  it  not  been  confessed,  it  could  easily  have 
been  proved.  As  far  back  as  1844,  Mr.  Clay 
wrote  to  a citizen  of  Alabama : 

“ From  developments  now  being  made  in  South  Carolina, 
it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  a party  exists  in  that  State, 
seeking  a dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  for  that  purpose 
employ  the  pretext  of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  abomi- 
nable treaty.” 

In  May,  1833,  General  Jackson,  in  his  letter 
to  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Crawford,  after  congratula- 
ting himself  on  the  death  of  nullification,  and  the 
defeat  and  dishonor  of  its  advocates,  remarked 
as  follows  : 

! “The  tariff,  it  is  now  known,  was  a mere  pretext.”  * 
j*  * * “Therefore,  the  tariff  was  only  the  pre- 

text, and  disunion  and  a southern  confederacy  the  real 
object.” 

He  then  adds  the  pi-ophetic  words: 

j “ The  next  pretext  win  be  the  negro  or  slavery  ques- 
j !tion.” 

How  accurately  the  sagacious  patriot  meas- 
j ured  the  conspirators ; how  thoroughly  he  com- 
prehended them  ; how  clearly  he  foresaw  their 
net-work  of  devices ! 

How  firmly  they  seized  the  pretext,  how  per- 
severingly  they  have  handled  it,  let  their  ever- 
increasing  agitation,  their  ever-rising  exactions, 
their  destruction  of  men  and  parties  for  infidelity 
to  it,  and  their  more  and  more  unreasonable  de- 
mands, give  answer.  Do  you  need  further  evi- 
dence ? Recall  the  secession  excitement  of  1850, 
the  Nashville  convention  of  1851,  the  frequent 
(so-called)  southern  commercial  conventions,  the 
^repeated  fillibustering  expeditions,  the  seces- 
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sion  demonstrations  of  1857-58,  and  the  organi- 
zation of  “ United  Southerners,”  described  and 
. recommended  by  Mr.  Yancey,  in  bis  Slaughter 
letter  t)f  June  15,  1858,  whose  purpose  was  to 
“establish  committees  of  safety”  all  over  the 
cotton  States,  to  “fire  the  southern  heart,  in 
struct  the  southern  mind,  give  courage  to  each 
other,  and,  at  the  proper  moment,  by  one  or- 
ganized, concerted  action,  to  precipitate  the  cot 
ton  States  into  a revolution.”  This  league  in- 
cluded men  of  all  parties  who,  (such  is  the  de 
scriptiou,)  “ keeping  up  their  old  party  relations 
on  all  other  questions,  will  hold  the  southern  is-, 
sue  paramount,  and  will  influence  parties,  Legis- 
latures, and  statesmen.”  What  fearful,  if  not 
fatal,  measure  of  success  has  crowned  their 


ITS  HISTORY. 


j This  suggests  the  second  point:  What  means 
'have  brought  it?  These  conspirators  live  in 
Isouthern  States,  but  have,  or  have  had,  allies  iu 


northern.  Their  first  attempt  upon  the  Govern- 
ment was  made  in  1832,  when  they  met  the  iron 
will  and  sterling  patriotism  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
whose  Roman  virtue  no  bribes  could  sway  or 
threats  subdue.  They  retired  vanquished,  flee- 
ing to  the  sand  hills  of  the  Palmetto  State,  where, 
nursing  their  wrath,  they  have  kept  it  warm, 
While  the  hero  lived,  he  checked  and  thwarted 
them.  Dying,  he,  with  wonderful  significance, 
enjoined  his  family  to  use  the  memorials  of  his 
bravery  in  defending  the  Union  from  “ domes- 


i , . a tic  traitors,  as  well  as  foreign  enemies, 

ceaseless  endeavors  to  rouse,  excite,  and  inflame,  „ 10,A,  oioh.  , , , , . 

„„  ,,  From  1840  to  1848  they  labored  assiduously  to 

the  southern  mind  to  the  desired  points  of  revo-H  , ,,  , / . „ ,,  •ty, 

- - - --  - 1 corrupt  the  popular  heart,  using  artfully  the 

jagitation  consequent  upon  Texan  annexation. 

!;In  1851  they  took  steps  towards  the  overt  act ; 

but  the  southern  heart  had  not  yet  been  fired, 


lution,  the  seditious  condition  of  the  Gulf  States 
demonstrates. 

ITS  CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  conspiracy  was  wide-spread,  combined 
many  powerful  influences,  and  appropriated  thei 
apt  agency  of  a secret,  and  probably  > oath- 
bound,  organization.  It  apparently  invaded  the 
Cabinet,  making  executive  officers  connivers 
at,  if  not  participants  in,  its  atrocious  policy. 
It  penetrated  the  Departments,  and  used  their 
machinery  for  its  nefarious  purposes.  And  it 
has  been  suggested,  not  improbably,  that  tb 


and  the  cotton  States  would  not  be  precipitated 
into  revolution.  Crafty  in  the  use  of  pretexts — 
as  observed  by  Jackson,  Clay,  and  Benton,  and 
now  by  all — thoroughly  intent  upon  their  single 
purpose,  watchful  of  and  eager  for  opportunity, 
land  gathering  energy  from  defeat,  they  have  la- 
bored relentlessly  the  last  ten  years  ; and,  aided 
by  the  excitement  created  bj  the  ruthless  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  the  subsequent 


House  and  senate  Chambers  have  not  escaped,  despotic  Kansas  policy  of  two  Democratic  Ad- 
aefilement.  At  its  touch,  privacy  was  penetra-  ministrations,  they  are  now,  in  1861,  as  if  to 
ted,  secret  doors  opened,  all  information  gained,  pr0ve  the  continuity  of  their  life,  executing  the 
a.ud  all  desirable  dispositions  effected.  So  intel-  programme  marked  out  in  1851,  as  most  efficient 
ligent  were  the  guiding  spirits,  and_  so  perfect;  |for  the  destructive  work, 
their  arrangements,  that  when,  at  a given  signal, 
treason  lifted  its  head  in  a thousand 


For  years  they  suffered  for  want  of  a suitable 
„ quarters,; |ageilcy  through  which,  unsuspected,  to  reach 

few  supposed  that  the  sudden  and  simultaneous  public.  For  a time  they  were  excluded  from 
movement  was  the  result  of  foresight  and  prep-  the  Democratic  party ; but  they  at  leugth  re- 
al atiOD.  A conspiracy  so  wide,  complete,  and  entered  it,  and  at  once  its  decay  began.  By  a 


extensive,  never  before  threatened  the  over- 
throw of  the  national  Constitution,  and  the  de- 
struction of  human  hopes  and  rights. 

If  judged  by  its  causes,  real  or  pretended,  it 
must  be  pronounced  unjustified  ; if  by  its  char- 
acteristics, wicked  and  diabolical.  In  every 
element,  it  is  hateful  and  despicable.  It  wasj 
conceived  in  disappointed  personal  ambition, 
and  born  of  cunning  and  calculating  malignity. 
It  has  fed  and  thrived  upon  the  worst  of  pas- 
sions, anil  its  very  grossness  betrays  the  hide 


gradual  process  they  changed  both  its  creed  and 
policy.  They  reversed,  as  a necessary  prelimi- 
nary, the  theory  of  the  very  nature  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  source  of  its  power.  Jackson, 
following  the  fathers,  taught  that — 


This  is  a Government  in  which  all  the  people  are  repre- 
sented ; which  operates  directly  on  the  people  individually ; 
not  upon  the  States;  they  retain  all  the  power  they  did 
not  grant.  But  each  State,  having  expressly  parted  with 
so  many  powers  as  to  constitute,  jointly  with  the  other 
States,  a single  nation,  cannot,  from  that  period,  possess 
any  right  to  secede;  because  such  secession  does  not  break 


ousness  of  its  life.  Its  footprints  are  plainly  a hut  destroys  the  unity  of  a.  nation;  and  any  in- 

, , , . , x , „ r J I inrv  tn  that,  nnit.v  is  nnt.  nr»lv  n hraanh  which  would  result 

traceable  upon  the  nation  s pathway  for  a quar-| 
ter  of  a century  ; and  now  into  this  magnificent 
but  uncompleted  Capitol  has  come  its  ghastly; 
and  horrid  form,  its  scowling  face  and  wrath- 


jury  to  that  unity  is  not  only  a breach  which  would  result 
from  the  contravention  of  a compact,  but  it  is  an  offence 
against  the  whole  Union.  To  say  that  any  State  may  at 
pleasure  secede  from  the  Union,  is  to  say  that  the  United 
States  are  not  a nation ; because  it  would  be  a solecism  to 
. t contend  that  any  part  of  a nation  might  dissolve  its  con- 

ful  words  and  hating  heart.  To  many,  unSUS-||neetion  with  otherparts,  to  their  injury  or  ruin,  without 


picious  of  such  depravity,  it  has  come  unawares 
Others  have  long  observed  its  stealthy  creep 
It  has  been  here  before.  A year  ago  it  moved; 
angrily  through  these  marble  Halls.  It  has  re-| 
turned,  tenfold  more  violent  and  vicious.  As  it 

is,  we  must  meet  it — either  succumb  to  it,  parryj 

it,  or  maintain  the  contest  necessary  to  destroy! 
it. 


committing  any  offence.’ 

The  southern  Democracy  of  this  day,  almost 
with  unanimity,  assert  and  maintain  this  “ right 
of  secession  ; ” while  many  northern  (especially 
Breckinridge)  Democrats,  mildly  denying  it,  give 
them  “ aid  and  comfort,”  by  skillfully  prating 
of  the  unconstitutionality  of  coercion.  To  justify 
this  form  of  reasoning,  they  deny  the  popular 
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character  of  the  Government,  and  rest  it  upon!  local  sentiment.  Proclaiming  the  sanctity  of  com- 
the  States,  defining  the  relations  between  the;  promises  until  that  of  1850  is  accepted,  they  repu- 
States  as  a league,  and  the  General  Government  ,diate  all  such  notions  in  1854,  and  destroy  the 
as  an  agent,  which  each  one  is  at  liberty  to  dis-  Missouri  compromise  of  1820,  which,  while  not  in 
card  at  pleasure,  and  which,  as  recently  ex  their  way,  was  esteemed  well  nigh  sacred,  and  fit 
pressed,  the  seceders  are  about  to  hand  over  to  to  be  extended  to  the  Pacific.  In  their  eagerness 
the  remaining  partners — themselves  retiring  ! for  the  admission  of  slave  States,  they  sought,  in 
Largely  depriving  the  national  Government  ofj;1858,  to  drag  Kansas  into  the  Union  against  the 
vitality,  they  have  proportionably  exaggerated  will  of  her  people  under  a fraudulent  slavery 
the  State  Governments — allegiance  to  which,  in  constitution  which  did  not  embody  the  popular 
violation  of  the  precise  language  and  the  entire1  wish,  and  was  known  to  be  in  opposition  to  it — a 
theory  of  the  Constitution,  they  have  placed; jmeasure  of  wrong  repudiated  by  the  Territory, 
first  in  the  scale  of  obligation.  From  defacingj  (Condemned  by  the  conscience  of  the  country,  and, 
the  creed  of  the  party,  they  proceeded,  by  anil after  the  act,  confessed  by  a distinguished  sup- 
irresistible  logic,  to  denationalize  its  policy,  de-  |porter,  to  have  been  a disgraceful  measure,  which 
stroying  its  nobler  features,  and  supplanting  j“  should  have  been  kicked  out  of  Congress.” 
them  with  either  the  shado  ws  of  former  substance  While  in  1860  and  1861,  they  resisted  to  the  last 
or  the  denial  of  former  attributes.  They  havej  point  the  admission  of  Kansas  with  free  institu- 
denied  the  right  and  paralyzed  the  power  of  the!,tions  conformable  to  the  popular  will.  So  wholly 
Government  to  protect  the  labor  of  the  country,  ( have  the  conspirators  wielded  the  Democratic  or- 
They  have  made  of  no  effect  its  power  to  con-|!ganization  in  their  destruction  of  the  old  land- 
struct  river  and  harbor  improvements,  or  aid  in-!;markssetupbygreatmentobepreservedforever. 
ternal  commerce.  They  have  destroyed  its  effi-:  As  the  conspirators  debauched  the  creed  and 
ciency  for  many  important,  practical,  and  use-1  policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  so  they  manipu- 
ful  purposes,  not  now  necessary  to  be  named. jjlated  the  men  of  that  party,  or  discarded  those 
and  have  limited  its  agency  to  the  narrowest]  (they  could  not  manipulate.  In  1844,  when 
fields — thus  removing  it,  as  far  as  possible,  from  'Van  Buren  promised  to  be  unyielding,  they  pre- 
the  people  ; and  whilst,  by  numerous  means,!  Vented  his  nomination  by  establishing  in  the 
destroying  the  centripetal  tendencies  in  our  convention  a novel  and  arbitrary  rule,  till  then 
system,  they  have  intensified  the  centrifugal,! (Unknown,  which  transferred  control  of  the  party 
already  increased  by  our  widened  territory  and!  (from  the  majority  to  the  minority,  who  have  held 


its  diverse  interests,  by  unduly  elevating  the 
claims  and  rights  of  the  States,  to  whose  “ pe- 
culiar system,”  as  contrasted  with  the  nation’s, 
they  are  now,  by  natural  consequence,  attempt- 
ing to  give  extra  territorial  vitality  in  deroga- 


it  ever  since,  and  through  it  have  ruled  the 
'country.  In  1847,  they  threatened  the  “crush- 
ing out”  process  against  all  who  advocated  the 
Wilmot  proviso.  In  1848,  Gen.  Cass  gained  their 
Support  by  abandoning  former  opinions,  and 


tion  of  the  general  weal.  The  necessary  result!  Adopting  new  ones,  couched,  however,  in  such 
of  this  policy,  embraced  by  many  with  that  view,  I 'Delphic  words  that  they  were  interpreted  oppo- 
has  been  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  the  Union,  and,;  sitely  in  different  sections.  In  1849-50,  a saga- 
by  a gradual  but  certain  process,  to  prepare  the  cious  ana  patriotic  southern  President,  when 
people  sought  to  be  enticed,  for  the  rebellious  resisting  their  machinations,  was  struck  down 
and  revolutionary  purposes  now  avowed.  Omiby  death.  In  1852,  they  nominated  General 
every  occasion,  in  every  mode,  and  on  every  (Pierce,  whose  antecedents  and  surroundings 
subject  save  one,  they  have  dwarfed  the  policy  of  were  satisfactory.  During  his  administration 

]vast  evil  was  done,  and  vastly  more  prepared. 
!In  1856,  they  gracefully  yielded  to  the  necessity 
jof  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  did  not 
falter  in  their  service  until  it  would  have  been 
(treasonable  to  go  further.  In  1860,  their  real 
character  and  purpose  was  disclosed.  Fearing 
;and  hating  Mr.  Douglas  for  one  act  of  disobedi- 
ence, they  expended  every  effort  to  prevent  his 
(nomination.  The  two-third  rule  and  other  appli- 
ances failing,  they  kept  the  Charleston  Conven- 


the  Democratic  party,  and  left  it  a husk  without 
life-giving  or  life-sustaining  quality. 

I have  said,  on  every  subject  save  one.  I refer, 
of  course,  to  that  which  is  their  chiefest  pretext. 
On  all  questions  affecting  slavery,  they  treat  the 
Constitution  with  violence;  stretching  it  far 
beyond  its  letter  or  spirit.  To  this  end  they 
have  adapted  themselves  successively,  with  ama- 
zing readiness,  to  every  necessity  of  the  hour. 
Anxious  to  break  down  the  doctrine  of  congres- 


sional prohibition,  they  adopted  the  theory  of!  !tion  several  weeks  in  session,  forced  an  adjourn- 
leaviug  to  the  Territorial  Legislatures  the  con-]iment  to  Baltimore,  where,  failing  to  defeat  Mr. 
trolofthe  “domestic  institutions”  of  the  people.  jDouglas,  they  seceded,  broke  the  convention  in 
That  passing  purpose  sufficiently  secured,  they '-twain,  nominated  a second  candidate,  hopelessly 
denied  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Legislatures,  (divided  the  Democratic  party,  and  compelled  a 
hostilely  to  touch  slavery.  Using  this  doctrine  ^Republican  victory. 

for  a temporary  purpose,  they  threw  it  aside  as]  j Thus,  the  Democratic  party  divided,  the  Re- 
worthless, setting  up  in  its  place  the  dogma  that,,  publican  party  triumphant,  the  whole  southern 
as  the  Constitution  recognizes  slavery,  neither) -people  purposely  misled  as  to  its  opinions  and 
Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  can  pro-  'policy,  and  the  fitting  occasion  supposed  to  have 
hibit  it,  and  both  must  protect  it  against  a hostile  arrived  for  placing  the  match  to  the  magazine, 
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the  conspiracy  was  unveiled.  To-day  it  stands) 
before  the  American  people  the  most  hideous1 
development  in  their  history  or  that  of  any  other! 
nation. 

ITS  PURPOSE  AND  PATH. 

I proceed  to  the  third  question  : whither  does) 
it  tend,  and  by  what  path  '!  The  path  is  the  as-  j 
serted  right  of  secession ; the  end,  the  dissolution) 
of  the  present  Union.  On  the  other  question,  ) 
at  least  equally  important:  what  shall  follow) 
dissolution  ? there  is  great  difference  of  opinion. 
Some  prefer  a southern  confederacy,  with  a,  con- 
stitution much  like  the  present;  others  propose) j 
a reconstruction  of  this  Government,  with  new 
guarantees  and  conditions,  on  the  extent  of 
which  they  again  differ.  All,  however,  1 believe,) 
agree  in  “sloughing  off  ’ New  England.  Others!) 
incline  to  a constitutional  monarchy;  others,!) 
again,  as  foreshadowed  by  Governor  Pickens,  of) 
South  Carolina,  to  a strong  military  government,  i j 
There  is  this  much  method  in  their  madness:); 
they  agree  upon  the  destructive  part  of  their' 
policy,  but  largely  differ  upon  the  constructive ;) 
no  new  experience,  since  to  pull  down  requires 
only  brute  force,  to  build  up  requires  great  qual-i 
ities.  I have  heard  it  lately  said  that  three! 
things  were  necessary  in  governmental  con- 
struction : wise  men,  money,  and  the  favor  of 
God.  If  this  be  true,  this  southern  movement 
must  have  disastrous  termination. 

The  path  chosen  is  by  the  alleged  right  pos- 
sessed by  each  State  to  secede  at  pleasure  from 
the  Union.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
this  is  a doctrine  wholly  without  authority, 
against  common  sense,  and  repudiated  in  terms 
by  the  most  eminent  of  our  statesmen.  Mr. 
Madison,  in  the  recently  published  letters  to  N. 
P.  Trist,  Esq.,  written  in  1832,  says  : 

“ I partake  of  the  wonder  that  the  men  you  name  should) 
view  secession  in  the  light  mentioned.  The  essential  differ-) 
ence  between  a free  government  and  a government  not  free) 
is,  that  the  former  is  founded  in  compact,  the  parties  to) 
which  are  mutually  and  equally  bound  by  it.  Neither  of\ 
them,  therefore,  can  have  a greater  right  to  break  off  from 
the  bargain  than  the  other  or  others  have  to  hold  him  to  it. 
And  certainly  there  is  nothing  in  the  Virginia  resolutions) 
of  1798  adverse  to  this  principle,  which  is  that  of  common! 
sense  and  common  justice.  The  fallacy  which  draws  a) 
different  conclusion  from  them  lies  in  confounding  a single) 
party  with  the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact  of  the 
United  States.  The  latter,  having  made  the  compact,  may 
do  what  they  will  with  it.  The  former,  as  one  of  the  par- 
ties, owes  fidelity  to  it  till  released  by  consent,  or  absolved) 
by  an  intolerable  abuse  of  the  power  created.” 

In  the  same  letter  Mr.  Madison  alludes  to  Mr. 
Jefferson’s  opinions  as  expressed  in  his  letters) 
to  Monroe  and  Carrington,  to  the  effect  that  it) 
was  not  necessary  to  hud  a “ right  to  coerce  in 
the  Federal  articles,  that  being-  inherent  in  the' 
nature  of  a compact." 

Mr.  Madison  again  says  : 

“ Many  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  great  principle,} 
that  compact  is  the  basis  and  essence  of  free  government;! 
aod  that  no  right  to  disregard  it  belongs  to  a party  till 
released  front  it  by  causes  of  which  the  other  parties  have! 
an  equal  right  to  judge.  In  the  event  of  an  irreconcilable 
conflict,  not  of  rights,  but  of  opinions  and  claims  of  right,j 
force  becomes  the  arbiter.” 

Again  : he  called  upon  all  real  friends  of  the' 


Union  to  “finally  rally  against  those  speculative 
errors,  which,  assuming  a practical  character , 
must  subvert  it.” 

The  same  views  are  found  in  his  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Webster,  and,  at  an  earlier  date, 
with  Alexander  Hamilton,  to  whom,  pending 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitu'ion  by  the  State 
of  New  York,  he  said  : 

‘•lily  opinion  is,  that  a reservation  of  the  right  to  with- 
draw if  amendments  be  not  decided  on  under  the  form  of 
the  Constitution,  within  a certain  time,  is  a conditional 
ratification ; that  it  does  not  make  New  York  a member  of 
the  Union  ; and  consequently,  that  she  should  not  b*  re- 
ceived on  that  plan.  Compacts  must  be  reciprocal;  this 
principle  would  not,  in  such  case,  be  preserved.  The  Con- 
stitution requires  an  adoption  in  toto  and  forever.’’ 

General  Jackson  is  repeatedly  on  record  ; and 
in  his  message  to  Congress  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary. 1833,  deelared  that — 

The  right  oi'  ihe  people  of  a single  State  to  absolve 
themselves  at  will,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  other 
States,  from  their  most  solemn  obligations,  and  hazard  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  the  millions  composing  this 
Union,  cannot  be  acknowledged;  and  that  such  authority 
is  utterly  repugnant  both  to  the  principles  upon  which  the 
General  Government  is  constituted  and  the  objects  which 
it  was  expressly  formed  to  attain.” 

The  doctrine  has  never  been  countenanced  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  by  such  statesmen  as 
John  Quincy  Adams,  Clay,  Benton,  or  Webster. 
It  is  a doctrine  unknown  in  history,  ancient  or 
modern,  and  especially  in  those  confederacies 
whose  frames  were  so  carefully  studied  by  the 
fathers  of  our  Government.  In  1833,  the  Leg- 
islature of  Kentucky  declared,  by  resolution, 
that  “the  right  of  secession  is  not  only  unau- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  but  is  repugnant  to 
its  letter  and  spirit.”  In  1851,  the  State  con- 
vention of  Mississippi,  called  to  oonsider  the 
compromise  measures  of  1850,  resolved  that — 

•‘The  asserted  right  of  secession  from  the  U nion  on  the 
part  of  a State  is  utterly  unsanctioned  by  the  Federal 
Constitution.”  ^ 

Mississippi  is  now  a seceding  State — so  readily 
are  discarded  opinions  assumed  when  suited  to 
a supposed  emergency. 

So  much  for  the  path,  which  has  been  bewn  by 
force,  amt  does  not  legally  exist. 

ITS  JUSTIFICATION.  » 

Now  for  the  justifying  reasons.  Mr.  Madison 
says  a people  may  be  absolved  from  allegiance 
when  there  is,  on  the  part  of  Government,  “an 
intolerable  abuse  of  the  power  created.”  Does 
that  abuse  exist  ? 

I propose  to  examine  this  point  fairly — waiv- 
ing ail  technical  points — and  therefore  to  con- 
dense from  the  papers  issued  by  the  convention 
of  South  Carolina  a statement  of  their  grievances 
in  justification  of  th”ir  action.  Those  papers 
are  two  in  number — the  address  to  the  slave 
holdiug  States,  and  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, each  prepared  by  a separate  committee; 
the  former  reported  by  Mr.  Memminger,  the 
latter  by  Mr.  Rbett — both  gentlemen  in  bar 
mony  with  the  sentiment  of  their  State,  and 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  causes  of  complaint. 

The  former  paper  is  the  more  elaborate.  It 
opens  with  a statement  “ that  the  one  great. 
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evil,  from  which  all  jpther  evils  have  flowed,  is 
the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United! 
Slates  : ” the  Government  being  no  longer  free, 
bat  a despotism,  such  a Government  as  our 
fathers  resisted  in  1776.  It  assumes  a paral-j 
lelism  between  the  complaints  of  South  Carolina 
and  the  colonies  and  sustains  it  by  asserting 
that  the  northern  States.  “ having  the  majority 
in  Congress,  claim  toe  same  ower  of  oronipo 
tence  in  legislation  as  the  British  Parliament  ” — 
the  “general  welfare”  being  the  only  limit  to! 
the  legislation  «.f  either : that  the  southern 
States  are  taxed  tor  the  benefit  of  the  North, 
and  that  the  representation  of  the  southern 
States  in  Congress  is  useless  to  protect  them 
against  taxation.  It  also  complains  that,  fort 
the  last  forty  years,  toe  people  of  the  South 
have  been  taxed  by  duties  on  imports,  not  fop 
revenue,  but  for  an  object  inconsistent  with  rev- 
enue— to  promote,  by  prohibition,  northern  in- 
terests in  the  promotion  of  their  mines  and  man- 
ufactures : and  that  of  the  taxes  collected  from 
them,  three-fourths  are  expended  at  the  North,! 
thus  impoverishing  the  fosmer  and  enriching 
the  latter.  This  exhausts  one  branch  of  the  ar- 
gument To  all  which  it  may  be  answered — 

First.  That  the  Constitution,  so  far  from  being’ 
overthrown,  has  been  administered  upon  sub 
st anti  ally  the  suae  principles,  “making  due! 
allowance  for  the  imperfection  and  errors  inci- 
dent- to  all  human  affairs,”  from  the  organiza-j 
tion  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.! 
Liuring  it,  the  Supreme  Court  has  changed  less 
frequently  than  any  other  department  of  the! 
Government';  and  for  many  years  a majority  of 
its  judges  have  oeen  from  the  southern  States.! 
The  tendency  of  its  decisions,  also,  has,  within 
the  last  thirty  years,  been  more  and  more  nar- 
rowing down  towards  the  standard  of  the  South 
Carolina  school,  as  is  known  by  every  student  of: 
our  politics.  Besides,  the  general  legislation  of] 
the  country  has  been  closely  confined,  and  in  re- 
peated instances  has  been  nullified,  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  executive  power,  which  has,  with- 
out material  exception,  been  in  the  hands  or! 
under  the  control  of  the  south -rn  States. 

Second.  The  attempted  parallel  tails,  because- 
the  colonies  were  not-  represented  in  Parliament ; 
and  the  southern  States  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress. precisely  in  pr  portion  to  their  claims 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the! 
Constitution  ratified  by  all  and  binding  all.  It! 
fails,  also,  because  the  British  Parliament  isj 
omnipotent : and  the  Congress  is  limited,  as  all! 
admit,  by  the  grants  of  the  Constitution,  which’ 
the  Supreme  Court  has  interpreted  with  much 
severity  and  uniformity.  Neither  is  the  parallel 
mure  happy  as  to  results  than  as  to  the  principle  ;\ 
for,  although  it  is  asseried  that  the  “ represen- 
tation of  the  southern  States  is  useless  to  pro- 
tect them  against  taxation,”  I challeng  anyone 
to  point  out  a case  in  which  a measure  of  tnxa 
tion  has  been  resisted  by  the  South  and  enforced 
by  the  North.  There  is  no  such  case.  But  if; 
there  were,  it  would  not  necessarily  relieve  the 


southern  States  from  their  allegiance  ; for,  to  be 
justified,  they  must  be  able  to  point  out  an  “in- 
tolerable abuse.”  That  is  impossible.  The 
claimed  parallelism  not  existing,  it  is  easy  to  see 
wherein  the  two  parties  essentially  differ.  The 
colonists  planted  themselves  upon  their  principle, 
without  regard  to  the  amount , the  South  Caro- 
linians, chiefly  upon  the  amount,  subordinate^ 
upon  the,  principle,  and  erroneously  upon  both. 

Third.  The  allusion  to  the  tariff  question  is 
wisely  restricted  to  the  last  forty  years,  since, 
prior  to  that  time,  South  Carolina  Representatives 
voted  for  protective  tariffs.  Mr.  Calhoun  made  an 
able  speech,  in  this  House,  in  favor  of  the  tariff 
act  of  1816  ; and  South  Carolina  and  other  south- 
ern members  supported  it  against  the  protest  of 
New  England.  Neither  is  this  the  complaint 
which  the  people  of  the  South  can  make,  for  they* 
have  never  been  united  in  favor  of  a purely  reve- 
nue tariff  No  protective  tariff  bill  ever  passed 
without  southern  support ; and  that  of  1842, 
which  had  a majority  of  but  one  vote  in  each 
House,  received  thirteen  southern  votes  in  the 
House  and  five  in  the  Senate.  The  tariff  policy 
was  inaugurated  under  Washington,  and  has 
Continued  with  various  modifications  up  to  the 
!present  time  ; and  it  is  a remarkable,  and  for  the 
;authors  of  the  address  a humiliating  fact,  that 
jthe  present  tariff  law  was  voted  for  by  the  whole 
South  Carolina  delegation  in  Congress,  of  whom 
one  is  known  to  have  declared  himself  opposed 
to  all  tariffs,  revenue  or  protective,  and  in  favor 
jof  direct  taxation.  Furthermore,  for  the  last 
fourteen  years,  the  changes  in  our  tariff  system 
[have  been  from  one  reduction  to  another,  and 
(complaint  is  less  justified  on  this  point  now  than 
at  any  former  period.  Besides,  it  is  not  true 
that  northern  interests  have  been  solely  protected 
by  onr  tariffs ; for  in  all,  the  southern  interests 
jof  sugar,  tobacco,  and  hemp,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  iron  interest  of  the  South,  have  been  largely- 
protected.  Thus  this  petulant  complaint  disap- 
pears— being,  if  an  offence,  not  exclusively  a 
northern  one ; if  a benefit  to  any  interests,  not 
exclusively  to  northern. 

Fourth.  It  is  complained  that  the  taxes  col- 
lected among  them  are  not  expended  among 
ithem.  I have  no  means  of  knowing  what  amount 
jof  money  has  been  expended  by  Government 
[for  various  purposes  in  the  southern  States  ; but 
I do  not  recall  a single  instance  in  which  aid  was 
refused  to  an  important  work  because  located 
in  a southern  State.  As  to  the  fortifications 
[erected  by  Government,  most  of  which  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  seceding  States,  a report 
made  a few  years  ago  showed  that  $13,366,000 
bad  been  expended  upon  them;  and  it  is  known 
that  these  works  were  completed  and  strength- 
ened, others  commenced,  and  that  in  the  last 
three  years  large  sums  have  been  spent  upon 
public  buildings  in  Charleston,  New  Orleans, 
[and  other  southern  cities.  Asto  the  other  phases 
of  this  petty  complaint,  I commend  attention  to 
the  subjoined  extract  from  a speech  made  in  the 
[convention  of  South  Carolina : 
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cTv!pI“«in  assi,e3a^  t>r  ingenenuiei-msl  ha-s  been  executed,  and  generally  without  dis- 
wnen  we  say  that  the  grievances  of  South  Carolina  are  L_j.„  •.  , , 6 „ ,,  . , 

found  in  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  has  been  depleted  by  or<ler  ? that  >t  has  been  more  faithfully  executed 
illegal  means,  and  in  undue  proportion  administered  to  the!  {than  certain  corresponding  laws  in  the  southern 

S°r‘*> 1 q'-e8tion  w5ltheI  "e  qui‘i  safe  in  allegingl (States  ; and  that  in  no  case  has  an  alleged  slave 
that  as  agnevacce  of  South  Carolina,  without  qualification. ; , , „ , 

There  las  been  an  unfaithful  execution  of  the  Constitution  es.caPe<1  except  when  adjudged  tree  by  the  eom- 
1,(1  the  part  of  its  own  general  agent  in  that  respect.  But|  jlllissioner. 

let  us  not  forget  to  confess  the  truth  under  any  and  all  cir-j  i That  the  legislation  of  the  fifteen  States  named 
cumstances.  tv  hat  have  we  ourselves  been  doiDg?  Andiuli  ° , ,,  „ , 

the  city  of  Charleston,  too,  where  have  you  brought  your  !Pr0Ves  the  imputations  cast  upon  them  false  ; or 
supplies,  and  with  whom  do  you  trade?  Where°has  the  {if  they  have  the  appea  rance  of  truth,  there  is  no 
great  surplus  of  your  money  been  necessarily  spent?  Where]  jreagon  to  doubt  that  the  laws  will  be  revised, 
has  it  gone  to  ? Has  it  not  gene  to  these  people  who  have,  , , , , • , , , _ . 

received  the  Federal  money  ? Government  and  individuals  :,*1<  p'dceu  in  piopci  shape;  but  if  this  were  not 
have  sought  the  same  market.  Why?  Because  nobody  j so,  there  is  a remedy  for  the  case  in  the  Union, 
else  could  furnish  the  articles  each  wanted.  Can  you  say,  {and  under  the  Constitution.  That  the  election 
therefore,  that  the  I ederal  Government  is  to  be  blamed  for 
spending  a large  amount  of  money  in  the  non-slavehelding 
States  ? Where  was  the  Federal  Government  obliged  to  get 


it  necessary  support  for  the  Army  and  Navy?"  Where 
could  the  Federal  Government  till  up  the  ranks  of  its  Army 
■«nd  Navy  ? Will  you  not  allow  the  Government  to  buy  of 
its  own  citizens,  as  we  have  all  done?  If  by  the  cunning  of 
these  men  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  they  have  been 
able  to  present  to  the  Government  inducements  to  obtain 
their  supplies,  can  we  complain  ? Where  else  eouid  they 
have  been  procured  ? So  far,  the  Government  has  been 
obliged  to  spend  its  money  among  the  people  of  the  North 
and  Northwest  for  bacon,  lard,  and  all  the  supplies  of  the 
Army  and  Navy.  I submit  these  views  for  the  purpose  of; 


of  an  adverse  President  has  always  hitherto  been 
peacefully  acquiesced  in  by  those  now  victorious ; 
that  the  mere  election  is  not  an  offence  ; that  the 
opiir'ons  of  the  President  elect  are  grossly  mis- 
represented and  perverted  in  the  State  papers 
before  named  ; that  if  disposed,  he  could  not  do 
what  is  wrongfully  attributed  to  him  ; and  that, 
as  the  next  Congress  would  be  constituted,  the 
President  would  be  powerless  to  control  legisla- 
tion That  the  question  of  citizenship  is  one  of 


drawing  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the  fact  that  wej  {constitutional  law,  which  tribunals  have  been  , 
may  go  too  far  in  this  document,  and  use  assertions  too  {specially  erected  to  decide.  And  that  the  last 

apron  or  ” MV/.  . 

complaint  is  a prediction — not  a tact — a predic- 
tion not  founded  on  a tr  ue'statement  of  past  or 


stron 

Their  last  grievance  has  reference  to  the  si  a veil1 
question.  While  complaining  of  the  congres- 


sional prohibition  of  slavery  from  the  Territories!  ^ossi bilitv  ofreali 


present  occurrences,  and  with  no  probability  or 


— a policy  inaugurated  by  the  consent  of  Vir- 
ginia and  other  slaveholdirig  States,  at  the  be-j 
ginning  of  the  Government,  and  now  only  con-1 
templated  to  a limited  extent  by  any  party — the 
address  charges  that,  the  purpose  of  the  Repub-{ 
lican  party  is,  the  interference  with  slavery  in\ 
the  slaveholding  Stales  ; a complaint,  also  pros-] 
pective,  but  made  in  spite  of  the  distinct  and1 


zation. 


Such  are  their  proclaimed  grievances  and  com- 
plaints; >ueb  also,  in  brief,  the  facts  which; 
prove  them  groundless ; or,  if  to  any  extent  real,] 
remediable  within  the  Union.  Never  did  rebel 
people  so  flimsily  justify  themselves.  It  wouldt 
be  wonderful  if  any  one  believed  their  reasons 
satisfactory  or  defending  so  graveastep.  Indeed,  i 
I think  it  demonstrable  that  the  members  of  the 


emphatic  declarations  to  the  contrary,  in  the  convention  fell  the  weakness  of  the 


Chicago  platform,  and  by  Republicans  every 
where.  Indeed,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  the  Re  . 
publican  members  of  Congress  will  consent,  with 
substantial  unanimity,  to  initiate  proceedings; 
by  which  such  a prohibition  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution,  should  it  appear  that  this! 
complaint  is  sincerely,  and  not  hypocritically 
made.  The  declaration  of  independence  of  South 
Carolina  touches  this  subject  in  detail,  alleging  : 

First.  That  the  laws  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment fail  to  make  effective  arid  valuable  the  fu- 
gitive clause  of  the  Constitution. 

Second.  That  fifteen  States  have  enacted  laws 
which  either  nullify  the  laws  of  Congress  or 
prevent  their  execution 

Third.  That  Mr.  Lincoln  has  been  chosen 
President. 

Fourth.  That  certain  States  have  elevated  to 
citizenship  certain  persons  who,  by  the  supremejj 


statements 


and  their  cause.  In  the  debate  upon  the  decla- 
ration. Mr.  Maxcy  Gregg  objected  that  it  wasl 
silent  on  the  tariff  and  the  unauthorized  expen- 
ditures of  Government,  while  it  laid  “the  main 
stress  upon  the  incomparably  unimportant  point 
re’ative  to  fugitive  slaves,’’  and  the  laws  of  north- 
ern States  in  relation  thereto.  He  further  pro-; 
tested  against  weakening  their  cause  by  “con-1 
fining  themselves  to  these  miserable  fugitive  j 
slave  laws.”  Mr.  Kent,  defending  the  address;] 
and  its  omission  of  the  tariff,  reminded  Mr. 
Gregg  that  all  of  South  Carolina’s  Representa-i  j 
tives  iu  Congress  had  voted  for  the  present  tariff!,  I 
With  regard  to  the  fugitive  slave  law,  of  whose  1 
non-execution  complaint  is  made,  Mr.  Keitt  saic  j 
he  had  “very  great  doubts  about  the  propriety  1 
{of  the  fugitive  slave  law;”  and  Mr.  Rbett  saic 
he  had  doubt  of  its  c nsttut'onality,  and  hac. 
expressed  it  when  a member  of  the  Senate 


law  nftneland.areincapahleof Becoming  citizens,  j jTouchillK  T.te  (so-called)  “personal  liberty  bills,’ 
1 nat  after  the  4th  of  March  next,  the  yjr  Wardlaw  thought  th<  stress  laid  upon  then 


equal  rights  of  the  States  will  be  lost,  and  tbei 
slaveholding  States  wiil  nolonger  have  the  power 
of  self-preservation. 

To  all  these  it  is  easily  answered  : 


though 

{gave  the  address  “too  much  the  appearance  ol 
special  pleading.”  Judge  Withers  intimatec 
very  distinctly  that  the  causes  stated  were  not 
sufficient  to  secure  his  name  to  the  act  of  seces 


In  not  a single  case  has  the  fugitive  slave  law  ision  ; but  he  signed  it  bv  reason  of  other  causes 
been  rendered  inoperative;  but  in  every  case  it||not  stated,  which  were  controlling. 
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Looking  over  the  proceedings  of  the  conven-;  the  South.  The  faithlessness  of  half  a century  has  opened 
5 . e T a gulf  of  separation  between  them  which  no  promises  or  en- 

tion  and  the  Legislature,  I can  find  but  the  tol-j  gagements  can  fill .” 

lowing  additional  causes  stated  anywhere;  and  Thus  has  South  Carolina  shut  the  door  agaiust 
I present  them,  so  as  to  make  their  case  complete. ^reconciliation,  asserted  independence,  and  be- 
One  is  named  in  the  report  of  a committee  of  the  igUn  j- jje  attempt  to  establish,  upon  reactionary 
Senate  of  the  State,  namely:  that  the  people  of  principles,  a new  government,  with  a basis  an- 
tbe  slaveholding  States  pay  two-thirds  of  blue,  |-ta.gotiiZiTig  it  to  all  European  Powers,  whose  re- 
reveuue  of  the  country.  In  the  same  spirit,  the  cognition  they  expect,  to  purchase  by  promises 
Mayor  of  New  York,  in  his  late  message,  claimsj0p  profitable  trade.  Let  us,  for  the  sake  of  the 
for  that  city  that  it  “ contributes^!  revenue  two-1  past;  if  not  the  possible  future,  and  more  in 


thirds  of  the  expenses  of  the  United  States.’' 
These  two  self-exaggerating  authorities  thus 
account  for  one-third  more  revenue  than  is| 
received,  and  relieve  the  bulk  of  the  population! 
of  the  country  from  all  agency  in  supporting  the, 
Government. 

Another  is  stated  by  Judge  Withers,  and  is  to! 
the  effect  that  a jury  in  Pennsylvania,  about! 
thirteen  years  ago,  failed  to  find  a true  verdict) 
in  a case  of  death  arising  out  of  the  re-capture, 
of  slaves.  And  another  he  states  thus,  in  his: 
report  from  the  committee  on  the  relations  oij 
the  slaveholding  States  : The  dissatisfaction; 
with  the  government  is  not  attributable  to  “any- 


sorrow  than  in  anger,  screen  from  further  view 
the  petulance,  prejudice,  and  hatred,  the  un- 
holy ambition  and  headlong  desperation  of  the 
present  masters  of  South  Carolina,  whose  is  the 
anomalous  position  of  having  complaints  without 
foundation,  grievances  without  actuality,  suffer- 
ing without  wounds,  oppression  without  bur- 
dens, and  apprehensions  without  reason. 

The  other  seceding  States,  wisely  profiting  by 
the  example  of  South  Carolina,  held  their  con- 
ventions with  closed  doors — having  published 
no  report  of  the  debates  ou  the  adoption  of  their 
ordinances  of  secession— and  have,  prudently,  re- 
frained from  attempting  to  give  a detailed  state- 


thing  in  its  structure,  but  to  the  false  glosses!  nientof  their  grievances.  This,  also,  is  significant, 
and  dangerous  misinterpretations  and  perversion  Every  step  in  this  treasonable  movement  betrays 
of  sundry  of  its  provisions,  even  to  the  extent,  jtifie  conscious  guilt  of  its  participants. 

’ 7-  *1.  1 | ITS  INEVITABLE  FAILURE. 

As,  Mr.  Speaker,  I have  thought  of  the  possible 
[destruction  of  this  Union,  and  forecasted  the 


iu  one  particular,  of  so  covering  up  the  real  pur 
pises  of  certain  legislation  (meant  to  protect| 
domestic  manufactures  in  one  section)  as  to) 
estop  the  Supreme  Court,  in  its  opinion,  from,  on^“w h fch  musrens^. 


judicially  perceiving  its  real  design. 

This  completes  the  “dreary  catalogue,”  as 
made  by  the  champions  of  disunion.  How  pit! 


I have  been  overwhelmed  with  dismay  at  the  depth 
iand  darkness  of  the  abyss  toward  whose  brink  we 
!have  been  tending.  It  is  unfathomed  and  unfath- 


fal  the  list ! _ But  it  was  the  best  possible.  *ot,WaWe>  B none  of  or  ours  be  the  attelnpted 
one  has  the  ring  of  reality;  not  one  will  bear  theilmeagureme£t  ever  made!  ButviU  tMs  cala£ity 
test  of  fact.  Several  members  expressed  dis-,  overtake  us  ? l hope__yea,  I believe  it  will  not 
satisfaction  with  the  papers ; but  none  could,  guch  self.de3truction  }a  in  the  Mghest  degree 
strengthen  them,  and  they  were  adopted  Thus  unnatural  and  criminal.  it  is  not  only  violative 
they  stand  upon  the  page  of  history,  challenging  lf  eye  instinct  but  destructive  of  every  valu- 
cnticism  and  judgment,  being  as  remarkable  forijable  interest,  immediate  and  prospective.  Not 
sophistry  in  argument  as  inaccuracy  in  state-  only  would  dissolution  result  in  several  subdi- 
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ment.  What  the  verdict  of  mankind  will  be,  who 
can  doubt  upon  reading  this  paragraph  from  the 


speech  of  Judge  Withers,  uttered  immediately 
before  signing  the  ordinance  of  secession  : 


> 'visions,  with  endless  complications,  each  a fruit - 
It'ul  source  of  irritation  ; not  only  would  it  sub- 


ject the  weaker  to  the  stronger,  and  open  us  to 
jthe  demoralizing  diplomacy  of  the  contending 
“I  think  if  every  member  of  the  convention  should  draw  factions,  families,  and  houses  of  Europe,  thus 
up  an  indictment  against  the  people  of  the  unfaithful  con- Q •_  o* 

federate  States,  and  you  might  have  any  number  of  ad-  committing  a Crime  agains.  republicanism  ; but 
dresses  upon  th at  subject,  you  would  probably  Ji nd  no  two  it  ‘would  destroy  American  unity,  which  is  one 
very  nearly  alike.  Since,  therefore,  every  one’s  taste  and.fif  the  great  facts  of  history;  thus  committing 
judgment  cannot  be  answered,  if  there  be  no  suhstantial  , j again8t  humanity.  All  races  feel  this 
objection  to  the  addresses  before  us,  as  I think  there  js  not,  © J 

it  is  proper  to  vote  for  them,  and  I shall  do  so”  yearning  tor  union  ; and  many  have  strugglmgly, 

Surely,  those  grievances  cannot  be  very  actual  an^  f°r  year3  vainly,  sought  it.  To  us  it  came 
or  well  defined  which  no  two  of  one  hundred  and  early  and  without  difficulty,  for  we  encountered 
fifty-five  members  of  a convention  elected  for  the  few  or  (*°  disturbing  causes ; and  hence  we  value 
purpose  did  or  could  agree  in  stating.  Such  Ij*'  too.  lishtly.  VI  hat  the  home- feeling  is  to  the 
confession  is.  itself,  complete  as  an  arraignment  individual,  national  unity  is  to  a people.  The 
and  condemnation  of  South  Carolina,  and  a de-i  jf°rmer_urd°cks  his  soul,  leads  him  in  paths  of 
fence  of  the  Government  sought  to  be  overthrown,  perennial  beauty,  fills  him  wita  noble  emotions, 
I turn  willingly  from  this  mortifying  exhibi-  and  fits  him  for  higher  life.  The  latter,  by  a 
tion  of  maddened  men  seeking  to  pull  down  the'  mysterious  but  powerful  attract  on,  clasping  in 
pillars  of  the  Republic.  I say  maddened,  for  brotherhood  those  who  are  one  in  lineage  and 
what  else  induced  this  passage  in  their  address  ? language,  consolidates  their  energies,  intensifies 
“It  i,  now  too  late  to  return,  or  restore  the  Government!  ‘h?ir  P°werS>  “uitiplies  their  capacities,  and 
of  the  United  States.  All  confidence  in  the  North  is  lost  in'  'drives  them,  With  ever-renewing  vigor,  to  the 
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fulfillment  of  their  mission.  Tyrants  cannotj 
crush  this.  Even  Napoleon,  in  the  pride  of  his 
power  and  the  flush  of  brilliant  victory — hisj 
heel  on  the  neck  of  nationalities  whose  empires' 
he  had  mastered — could  not  reconstruct  the  map! 
of  Europe.  Ages  cannot  dim  it ; for  at  thisj 
moment  the  world  thrills  with  the  spectacle  of 
the  long-lost  Italian  nation  reasserting  its  unity, 
and,  after  weary  and  fearful  oppression,  gath- 
ering up  its  life-elements  for  consolidation  into] 
a liberal  and  powerful  government. 

How  differently  we  appear ! The  events  trans- 
piring on  our  Gulf  coast  proclaim  a revolution 
threatenei  without  just  or  adequate  cause,  not: 
so  much  by  open  as  secret  means;  not  in  a' 
spirit  of  thoughfulness,  but  madness;  not  in  de-| 
liberation,  but  rashness ; not  in  manliness,  but] 
covertness;  its  purpose  to  disunite  men  of  one 
race  long  united  under  the  freest  and  best  insti- 
tutions, enjoying  and  having  enjoyed  unequalled! 
civil,  political,  social,  family,  andnersonal  bless-| 
ings.  Can  such  a movement,  thus  initiated,! 
carried  on,  and  aimed,  be  successful?  Surely,] 
no.  It  contains  within  itself  the  causes  of  in- 
evitable failure.  It  ought  to  fail  It  will  fail. 
Mankind  cannot  afford  its  success.  The  Amer-I 
ican  people  will  not  allow  it  God  (I  speak  it' 
with  reverence)  will  not  permit  the  sacrilegious 
overthrow.  Every  instinct  revolts  at  it.  Every 
principle  rebels  against  it.  Every  interest  cries 
aloud  in  earnest  protest.  States  may  reel  and 
fall ; communities  may  forget  their  duties  ; ma- 
jorities may  be  misled ; citizens  may  neglect 
their  trust ; folly,  terrorism,  and  treason,  may 
rule  the  hour;  but  the  storm  will  pass,  the 
calm  come,  and  peace  be  again  within  our  bor- 
ders. It  may  not  be  very  soon.  The  virus  is 
not  thus  easily  expelled  from  the  body-politic. 
Blows  are  not  so  soon  forgotten.  Gashes  do  not 
at  once  heal  up ; and  when  they  do,  scars  are 
left.  But  this  much  is  certain:  this  Union 
WILL  NOT  BE  DESTROYED.  You  ask,  what  will 
save  it?  I answer:  that  ever-living,  ever 
tninking  mass — the  people — will  save  it.  But 
how?  Through  the  agencies  within  their  reach! 
— their  popular  assemblies,  and  the  myriad, 
forms  of  their  organized  life  ; their  lucai  Legis-j 
latures,  State  conventions,  congressional  repre -j 
sentation  and  executive  head,  upon  each  devolv-j 
ing  a share  of  the  labor  and  responsibility.  It| 
may  not  be  done  in  a day : and  gentlemen 
should  not  demand  such  precipitancy.  Years  were 
required  for  the  original  construction,  and  time 
is  now  needed  to  dissipate  passion,  reveal  truth, 
and  induce  rational  views  of  duty.  Complaints 
must  be  examined,  opinions  compared,  and  a pol- 
icy determined.  Whatever  can  fairly  be  askedj 
of  me,  I am  ready  to  do,  as  my  votes  w 11  snow. 

Meanwhile,  whatever  be  the  precipitate  or  cra- 
ven conduct  of  complaining  States,  the  Govern- 
ment should  preserve  its  position — giving  up  no 
right,  escaping  from  no  duty,  and  conceding  no 
release  from  allegiance  to  itself.  Combining  the 
magnanimity  of  the  powerful  with  the  tender- 
ness of  the  loving,  while  asserting  and  maintain- 


ing its  authority,  it  should  exhaust  all  peaceful 
agencies  to  restore  the  frenzied  to  soundness  of 
mind  and  sobriety  ofjudgment.  But  if  conciliation 
should  not  awaken  dormant  patriotism,  nor  kind- 
ness produce  consideration  ; if,  in  dire  infatua- 
tion, all  honorable  adjustment  be  spurned,  all 
peaceful  accommodation  be  refused,  then  will 
have  arrived  the  time  to  “test  the  strength  of 
the  Government.”  Sir,  I both  dread  and  repro- 
;bate  collision  ; but  if,  to  maintain  this  Govern- 
ment  against  vile  conspiracy,  and  save  ourselves 
from  anarchy  and  the  republican  system  from 
contempt;  if,  to  protect  our  property  from 
spoliation  and  our  flag  from  dishonor;  if,  tu 
keep  from  the  page  of  history  the  scornful  sen- 
tence, “ free  institutions  are  a failure,”  collision! 
must  come,  let  it  come,  and  upon  the  aggressor: 
rest  the  responsibility.  It  has  been  remarket 
by  a profound  thinker,  with  a3  much  force  a: 
freshness  : “ Blood  is  not  the  worst  thing  in  his 
tory.”  I add,  neither  is  it  the  weakest.  I havi 
always  hoped  that,  at  least  in  this  country,  w< 
had  advanced  beyond  the  necessity  for  an  appea 
to  force.  I sincerely  hope  we  have.  Iyetcherisl 
the  belief  that,  we  have.  But  if  we  have  not 
woe  to  those  whose  wickedness,  in  misleading 
deceiving,  and  “firing”  the  people,  makes  sue 
a probability  within  ordinary  range. 

But  daring  every  danger,  bearing  every  but 
den,  submitting  to  every  sacrifice,  and  meetin 
every  consequence,  the  American  people  wi 
preserve  this  Government,  because  they  love  it 
liberal  institutions  which,  in  their  eompactnesi 
Ivigor,  efficiency,  and  power,  are  fitting  mom 
rnents  of  the  towering  men  who  made  then) 
jbecause  every  dear  association,  every  tie  < 
interest,  every  present  and  prospective  good, 
involved  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Union;  b< 
cause,  justly  measuring  their  history,  which  h; 
jbeen  one  of  great  achievement,  and  their  futur 
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which  abounds  with  brilliant  promise,  they  kno 


I that  union  has  made  our  pathway  radiant! 
’bright,  and  is  the  bow  of  promise  which  flushe 
jthe  coming  years;  because  they  appreciate  th 
{importance  to  mankind  of  the  manly  qualities! 
jthe  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  requires  a hom 
(and  a becoming  theatre  of  action,  and  who*: 
choicest  seat  is  this  fertile,  expansive,  and  cm 
tral  empire;  and  because,  their  souls  reverent 
Imindful  of  the  centuries  of  toil,  privation,  an 
isuffering,  of  which  modern  civilization  is  tl, 
{product,  they  would  esteem  it  impiety  to  thro 
away  their  precious  privileges,  whose  fruits  at 
peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness.  Having  tin 
determined,  and  from  so  exalted  motives,  tl 
self-reliant  American  people  will  address  ther! 
'selves — yea,  are  now  addressing  themselves — 
this  patriotic  and  Christian  act;  and  they  wi 
patiently  perform  the  duty,  whether  it  Iea< 
them  through  sunshine  or  storm,  the  plenty 
peace  or  the  perils  of  war  ; never  ceasing  fro 
jtheir  labor  until,  their  nation  saved,  mankii 
assured  an  asylum,  and  liberty  a country,  the 
work  shall  be  fully,  honorably,  nobly  don 
Sir,  in  this  faith  I have  lived  : in  it  I wish  to  di 


